
GLASS HEAP CHALLENGE



GLASS INDUSTRY DISAPPEARING 



As we know the glass industry has been in decline not only in this 
country but right across the Europe and beyond. 
In this decline has been the loss of skills , craft , innovation and 
design. It feels to me that we should try to draw a line in the sand 
and out of ashes of a previous industry try to show a possible 
new direction and possible future endeavour with the material.



Part of the reason for the decline in industry was stainability, the 
heavy reliance on high energy equipment and the sheer volumes 
of people to operate manual production. This has also added to 
the problems and concerns over the environmental cost.

WORRIES OVER STAINABILITY 



Over the last few years there has been an increase in the amount 
of waste glass and the management of how to dispense with 
it, due to the cost of landfill and the leaching of lead from glass 
products.

WASTE MANAGEMENT 



I want to engage with various communities that work with innova-
tion. To point out that it is worth working with glass and that there 
is a potential future as I feel we have only scratched the surface 
with its potentials. I want to try to get people excited again and 
turn around the negativity that surrounding the current state, 
whether that`s the economic situation or the spending cuts that 
seem to affecting everybody right now.

I propose that we should set a competition that engages the art-
ist, designer, maker to show insights of how we can best utilise 
the waste glass material and produce worthy products, applica-
tions for architecture, thought provoking installation. The teams, I 
would suggest, be made up of 3 people with at least one of them 
having a background in glass and an understanding of some of 
the technologies, with around 10 teams for the competition. The 
competition would run over a period of 5 days and would end in 
an exhibition and a prize giving event. The public vote determin-
ing the winner.

FAST GLASS CHALLENGE 





It is important that the right space is found. Ideally an empty 
warehouse space that has a history of glass making in its past. 
This would emphasise the possible future and add to the histori-
cal fabric of the building. It should be a apace that allows us to 
run a small portable furnace, a lamp working bench etc. etc..

FIND THE RIGHT SPACE 



We would need to find the support of waste management com-
panies and companies that are worrying in the glass industry, to 
supply us with large amounts of waste glass so that the teams 
have plenty of material to work with, but would also add to the 
visual excitement of the space.

PILES OF WASTE GLASS IN SPACE



I feel that there must be some equipment to be used as this will 
allow the competition not to be just a gluing exercise and it give 
the public the demonstrations that adds to the education behind 
the pieces being made.

WORKSHOPS USE



If we have at least 10 teams the range of works that will come out 
of the up cycling of the glass waste could really show where we 
are with new fields of innovation and design.

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES 



Of course we would need to have volunteers and stewards on 
site and they would have the final say if any one team is breach-
ing the terms and conditions of the event.

HEALTH & SAFETY 





I think to make this work and to encourage excellent people to 
participate we are looking at the prize money being around the 
10,000 mark. OK this sounds a lot and that is where a sponsor 
or sponsors need to be sort but if you were in the field of waste 
management, recycling, green industries, green technologists 
or companies that want to be associated with green endeavours 
surely this isn’t such a high price to pay.

EXHIBITION / SHOW / COMPETITION / PRIZE





MATT DURRAN


